Sewage Sludge Pollution Prevention Template
Purpose and Use of this Template
This template is intended to help you create the Sludge policy that works best for your community. This can be introduced at the local, county, or state level. Your bill will help limit the negative impacts on public health and the environment that is caused by the land application of sewage sludge.

To create your bill:
1. Keep this downloaded template open on your computer.    
2. While you have the template open, go through the toolkit. It is linked here:  
Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Toolkit
3. Read through the toolkit to learn more about each section of the bill and the different policy approaches you can select for your bill.    
4. Decide which policy approaches meet your goals and objectives.  
5. Copy the toolkit’s sample language for your selections and paste it into the right place in this template.   
6. Read through your bill and correct any formatting. This includes text color and making sure the number and letter lists are all in numerical or alphabetical order.  
7. When you’re finished, you’ll have a custom-made bill that you can take to your elected representatives to try and turn into a law.  
Template Key 
Black Text: This text is language that is used in every Sewage Sludge Pollution Prevention Law and should not be removed unless it is an optional section that you are choosing not to include in your bill.  
  
Blue Text: This text provides you with guidance on how to use this template. This text should be deleted.  
  
Red Text: This text provides guidance on where you should copy the suggested language from Just Zero’s Trash Burning Legislation Toolkit and paste it into this template to create your model bill. This text should be deleted after you finish each section.  



Sewage Sludge Pollution Prevention Law
Section 1: Definitions
To develop this section:  
a. Read Section 1 of Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Legislative Toolkit;
b. Review the definitions below and make edits. 

a. “Department” means the [Insert the name of your State or Local Environmental Agency]

b. "Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances" or “PFAS” means substances that include any member of the class of manufactured fluorinated chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated carbon atom.

c. “Person” means any individual, corporation, company, association, society, firm, partnership, joint stock company, or government entity. 
d. “Sewage sludge” or “sludge” means any solid, semi solid, or liquid residue generated during treatment of sewage at a municipal wastewater treatment facility.
e. “Sewage sludge derived material” means any product or material that is derived from, produced with, or contains sewage sludge including but not limited to fertilizer, compost soil amendment, topsoil replacement, and mulch.

Section 2: [Select one: Ban/Restriction] on the Land Application of Sewage Sludge
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 2 of Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 2;
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; 
d. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below. 

Section 3: [Select one: Ban/Restriction] on the Sale of Certain Products that Contain Sewage Sludge
If you want to include this section:
a. Read Section 3 of Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 3; 
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; 
d. Copy the sample definitions for that option and paste them into Section 1 of this template; and 
e. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below. 

Section 4: Testing of Sewage Sludge for Contaminants of Concern
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 4 of Just Zero’s Sludge Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 4;
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; 
d. If applicable, copy the sample definitions for that option and paste them into Section 1 of this template; and 
e. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below.

Section 5: Mapping and Testing of Sites Applied with Sewage Sludge (Optional)
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 5 of Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 5; 
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; and 
d. Copy the sample language and paste it below. 

Section 6:  Sewage Sludge Management Study
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 6 of Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 6; 
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; and 
d. Copy the sample language and paste it below.

Section 7: Assistance to PFAS Impacted Farmers
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 7 of Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 7; 
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; and 
d. Copy the sample language and paste it below.

Section 8: Sewage Sludge Toxicity and Volume Reduction Requirements
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 8 of Just Zero’s Sewage Sludge Toolkit; and
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below.

Section 9: Prohibition on Co-Digestion and Co-Composting of Sewage Sludge
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 9 of Just Zero’s Single-use Plastic Reduction Toolkit; and
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below

Section 10: Enforcement 
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 10 of Just Zero’s Single-use Plastic Reduction Toolkit; and
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below
