Truth in Labeling Law Legislative Template
 Purpose and Use of this Template  
This template is intended to help you create a Truth in Labeling Law that works best for your community. This can only be introduced at the state level. Your bill will help protect your community from deceptive labels and marketing tactics to convince consumers that their products are environmentally friendly when they are not. 
  
To create your bill:   
1. Keep this downloaded template open on your computer.    
2. While you have the template open, go through the toolkit. It is linked here:  
Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Legislative Toolkit 
3. Read through the toolkit to learn more about each section of the bill and the different policy approaches you can select for your bill.    
4. Decide which policy approaches meet your goals and objectives.  
5. Copy the toolkit’s sample language for your selections and paste it into the right place in this template.   
6. Read through your bill and correct any formatting. This includes text color and making sure the number and letter lists are all in numerical or alphabetical order.  
7. When you’re finished, you’ll have a custom-made bill that you can take to your elected representatives to try and turn into a law.  
Template Key  
  
Black Text: This text is language that is used in every Truth in Labeling Law and should not be removed unless it is an optional section.  
  
Blue Text: This text provides you with guidance on how to use this template. This text should be deleted.  
  
Red Text: This text provides guidance on where you should copy the suggested language from Just Zero’s Trash Burning Legislation Toolkit and paste it into this template to create your model bill. This text should be deleted after you finish each section.  



Truth in Labeling Law
Section 1: Definitions
[bookmark: _Hlk172558289]To develop this section:  
a. Read Section 1 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit; 
b. Review the options in Section 1;
c. Select the options that you want to include in your bill; and  
d. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it in the right spot below. 

a. “ASTM” means the American society for testing and materials. 
b. “Chasing arrows symbol” means an equilateral triangle, formed by three arrows curved at their midpoints, depicting a clockwise path, with a short gap separating the apex of each arrow from the base of the adjacent arrow.  “Chasing arrows symbol” includes any similar symbols likely to be interpreted by a consumer as an implication of recyclability, including, but not limited to, one or more arrows arranged in a circular pattern or around a globe.
c. “Container” means any bottle, can, jar, case, package or other receptacle intended to hold, carry, or enclose fluids, food items or nonfood products. 
d. “Department” means [Insert the name of your State Environmental Agency]
e. “Label” is a written, printed, or graphic displayed on a product’s immediate container or wrapper that provides information about the product. 
f. “Packaging material” means any package or container, regardless of recyclability or compostability, used for the containment, protection, delivery, presentation or distribution of a product to a consumer. 
g. [bookmark: _Hlk172715951]“Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances” or “PFAS” means substances that include any member of the class of fluorinated organic chemicals containing at least one fully fluorinated carbon atom. 
h. “Producer” means the following person responsible for compliance under this chapter for a product, sold, offered for sale, or distributed in or into the state:
(1) If the product is sold under the manufacturer's own brand or lacks identification of a brand, the producer is the person who manufactures the products; 
(2) If the products is manufactured by a person other than the brand owners, the producer is the person that is the licensee of the brand or trademark under which a product is used in a commercial enterprise, sold, offered for sale, or distributed in or into the state, whether or not the trademark is registered in the state, unless the manufacturer or brand owner of the product has agreed to accept responsibility under this chapter; or 
(3) If there is no person described in this subsection over whom the state can constitutionally exercise jurisdiction, the producer is the person who imports or distributes the product in or into the state.
Section 2: Prohibition on Deceptive or Misleading Claims Regarding Recyclability of Products and Packaging
If you want to include this section:  
a. Read Section 2 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 2;
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; and  
d. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below.  

Section 3: Prohibition on Deceptive or Misleading Claims Regarding Compostability of Certain Products and Containers
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 3 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit; 
b. Review the options in Section 3;
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; and  
d. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below.   

Section 4: Prohibition on the Use of the Chasing Arrows Symbol on Compostable Products
If you want to include this section:  
a. Read Section 4 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit; and  
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below.

Section 5: Labeling Requirements for Compostable Products
If you want to include this section:  
a. Read Section 5 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit; and  
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below.  

Section 6: Prohibition on the Use of Certain Terms on Plastic Products and Packaging
If you want to include this section:  
a. Read Section 6 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit; 
b. Copy the sample definitions and paste them into Section 1 of this template; and  
c. Copy the sample language and paste it below.

Section 7: Rulemaking 
To develop this section:  
a. Read Section 7 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit; and
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below.

Section 8: Enforcement
To develop this section:  
a. Read Section 8 of Just Zero’s Truth in Labeling Toolkit;  
e. Review the options in Section 8;
f. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; and  
g. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below.
h. Copy and paste the sample definition to Section 1 if applicable. 

