Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Law Legislative Template
Purpose and Use of this Template
This template is intended to help you create a Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Law that works best for your community. This can be introduced at the local, county, or state level. Your bill will help keep food waste out of landfills and limit the methane (which is a greenhouse gas) that landfills produce. Your bill will also help increase compost production which is very helpful for soil and agriculture.

To create your bill: 
1. Keep this downloaded template open on your computer.  
2. While you have the template open, go through the toolkit. It is linked here:
Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Legislative Toolkit
3. Read through the toolkit to learn more about each section of the bill and the different policy approaches you can select for your bill.  
4. Decide which policy approaches meet your goals and objectives.
5. Copy the toolkit’s sample language for your selections and paste it into the right place in this template. 
6. Read through your bill and correct any formatting. This includes text color and making sure the number and letter lists are all in numerical or alphabetical order.
7. When you’re finished, you’ll have a custom-made bill that you can take to your elected representatives to try and turn into a law.
Template Key
Black Text: This text is language that is used in every Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Law and should not be removed unless it is an optional section that you are choosing not to include in your bill.

Blue Text: This text provides you with guidance on how to use this template. This text should be deleted.

Red Text: This text provides guidance on where you should copy the suggested language from Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit and paste it into this template to create your model bill. This text should be deleted after you finish each section.


The Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Law
Section 1: Definitions
To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 1 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit;
b. Select the option that you want to include in your bill for that term; and 
c. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it in the right spot below.

a. "Anaerobic digestion" means the breakdown of organic matter by microorganisms in the absence of oxygen to produce digestate and biogas.
b. “Biogas” is a gas resulting from the operation of anerobic digestor that is composed primarily of carbon dioxide, hydrogen, and methane.
c. "Composting" means the processing of food scraps for soil application using a method of accelerated biological decomposition of organic material under controlled or uncontrolled conditions.
d. “Compost” means a stable material produced by the controlled biological decomposition of organic matter through composting.
e. “Department” means the [Insert the name of your State or Local Environmental Agency]
f. “Digestate” means the solid and/or liquid residual material remining after organic material has been processed by an anerobic digestion facility.
g. “Excess edible food” means edible food that is not sold or used by a designated food waste generator and is still safe to be consumed but is being disposed of by the generator, but shall not include unpackaged fresh meat, fish, or poultry, food damaged by pests, mold bacteria, or other contamination, food subject to governmental or producer recall due to food safety, and food returned to a supplier.
h. “Designated food waste generator” [Insert the definition you selected from Section 1 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit]
i. “Food rescue organization” means a religious organization, not-for-profit organization, or other organization that provide food for free to needy individuals, including, but not limited to, a food pantry, food bank, soup kitchen, or community-based organization that provide food for free to needy individuals.
j. "Food scraps" means material, including excess edible food that cannot be donated to a food rescue organization, that is derived from processing or discarding food material produced from human or animal food production, preparation and consumption activities, and edible food that is not donated. "Food scraps" does not include cooking oil, yellow grease from residential sources, any food identified in regulations promulgated by the Department, any food which is subject to recall or seizure due to the presence of pathogens, biomedical waste, hazardous waste, sludge or septage or nonorganic material.
k. “Food waste” means any excess edible food or food scraps that are not sold or consumed.
l. “Organics recycler” means a food rescued organization, agricultural operation, compost facility, or anerobic digestion facility that diverts or recycles food waste from disposal in a landfill or incinerator.
m. "Point of generation" means the location where waste is initially produced.
n. "Single location" means contiguous property under common ownership, which may include one or more buildings.
o. “Soil amendment” means any material added to a soil to improve its physical properties, such as water retention, permeability, water infiltration, nutrient levels, drainage, and aeration.

Section 2: Food Waste Management Requirements
To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 2 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; 
b. Review the options in Section 2;
c. Select the option that you want to include in your bill; and 
d. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below. 

Section 3: Hardship Waiver
[bookmark: _Hlk170900496]To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 3 of the Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; and 
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below. 

Section 4: Use of Depackaging Facilities to Manage Food Scraps
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 4 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit;
b. Review the options in Section 4; 
c. Select the option you want to include in your bill; 
d. Copy the sample definitions for that option and paste them into Section 1 of this template; and  
e. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below.  

Section 5: Requirements for Food Waste Haulers
To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 5 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; and 
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below. 

Section 6: Requirements for Landfills and Incineration Facilities
To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 6 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; and 
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below.
 
Section 7: Prohibition on Sending Food Waste to Wastewater Treatment Plants
If you want to include this section: 
a. Read Section 7 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; 
b. Review the options in Section 7;
c. Copy the sample definitions for that option and paste them into Section 1 of this template; and  
d. Copy the sample language for that option and paste it below.  

Section 8: Responsibilities of the Agency
To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 8 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; and 
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below. 

Section 9: Rules
To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 9 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; and 
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below. 

Section 10: Enforcement
To develop this section: 
a. Read Section 10 of Just Zero’s Food Waste Prevention and Recycling Toolkit; and 
b. Copy the sample language and paste it below. 

